LEELA RAMDEEN'S BRIEF BIO-DATA (Full CV/Resume from p. 3)
Leela Ramdeen is an Attorney-at-Law, Education Consultant and Episcopal Delegate/Chair of the Catholic Commission for Social Justice, Archdiocese of Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (TT), West Indies. She was born in Trinidad and migrated with her parents and siblings to the UK in 1967. She obtained her B.Ed., M.Ed., C.P.E. and LPC in London and her LEC in TT. She had a varied career in the UK as an Executive Officer in Local Government, a teacher, Inspector of Schools, Deputy Director of Education/Head of Quality Assurance in a London Borough. 

Leela has a broad range of knowledge, skills and experience and is committed to voluntary work e.g. for 11 years in the UK she was Vice-Chair of the late Cardinal Basil Hume’s Committee for the Caribbean Community (the Cardinal was the Chair). She was also Co-Chair of Britain’s Anti-Racist Alliance. Mr. Ken Livingstone, former Mayor of London, was the other Co-Chair. 

She returned to live in Trinidad in 1998 and her voluntary work continues. She is the Chair of the Greater Caribbean for Life (GCL) - a non-sectarian, regional civil society organization that is striving to encourage countries in the Caribbean region to adopt non-lethal means of dealing with crime and violence. GCL was constituted on October 2, 2013, in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, and comprises abolitionist activists and organizations from fifteen nations in the Greater Caribbean. GCL is committed to promoting peace, respect for life, and good neighbourliness as more durable and effective ways of reducing crime than the taking of life. 
The following are some areas of voluntary work in which she is involved:

· Chair of the Catholic Commission for Social Justice in Trinidad and Tobago (TT), 

· Director of TT’s Catholic Archdiocese’s Tertiary level institute: Catholic Religious Education Development Institute (CREDI),

· Director of Credo Foundation for Justice – a Catholic organisation – 4 homes run by the Holy Faith Sisters for socially displaced children/street children,

· Director of the Social Justice Foundation – working with at-risk youths– developing their proficiency in communication technology,
· Chair of TT’s Education Discussion Group– aimed at promoting quality education for all,

· Facilitator of the Catholic Archdiocese’s VIRTUS Programme: Protecting children from sexual abuse,
· Secretary, Council for Responsible Political Behaviour, TT

· Moderator - monthly TV programme: Ask Why (TT) – on Catholic TV channel (TCN) – dealing with social justice issues.
Inter alia, she was appointed by the President of the Republic of TT as a member of the Police Service Commission for 4 years (2003 – 2007). She was also a member of the Cabinet appointed Parole Introduction Committee (2004 – 2007). In March 2015 she was appointed by TT’s President as a member of TT’s Equal Opportunity Tribunal – the first of its kind in the region. The Tribunal is a superior court of record and has the status of a High Court. 

For more than 5 years she wrote a column in Trinidad Guardian. Currently she writes a weekly column in TT”s Catholic News on social justice issues. See: http://rcsocialjusticett.org/2.0/ . Leela is the author of numerous articles/chapters in books e.g. ‘The Rising Tide’, ‘Contemporary Issues in Catholic Education,’ ‘Catholics in Public Life’. She is a competent public speaker and is often invited to deliver the feature address at various events both in TT and abroad. 

She is the recipient of a number of awards, for example: 

· Catholic Woman of the Year in the UK in (1994),

· a Papal Medal for representing the Holy See at a UNAIDS Conference in Jamaica in 2005,
· in recognition of my contribution during my tenure as a member of the Police Service Commission, Trinidad & Tobago (2003-2007)
· an Archbishop Anthony Pantin Award (2012) in the category of Social Work and Community Development,

· an award from the Inter Religious Organisation (IRO) in TT – presented at the IRO’s National Day of Prayer & Thanksgiving 2014: "For your selfless cooperation to the IRO in our many initiatives in serving the Nation and your loyal and dedicated service to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago”, and 

· The Bharat Samman Pravasi Award for Community Development (Jan 2015) from the Non-Resident Indians (NRI) Institute in New Delhi, India.
Former employment/activities: 

- Teacher

- Inspector of Schools (ILEA)

- Deputy Director of Education/Head of Quality Assurance, UK

- Chair, London Region Society of Chief Inspectors and Advisors of Schools 

- Vice- Chair: the late Cardinal Basil Hume’s Committee for the Caribbean Community, London (Chair - Cardinal Hume)

- Member, Committee for Community Relations: Catholic Bishops Conference,England & Wales

- Member, National Board of Catholic Women: England and Wales 

- Vice-Moderator, Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland: Churches Commission for Racial Justice

- Chair, Westminster’s Asian, African and Caribbean Catholic Committee

- Co-Chair, Britain's Anti-Racist Alliance (with Ken Livingstone, then Mayor of London) 

- Co-President of UK’s National Black Alliance of Asian, African & Caribbean Organizations 

- Vice-President - National Assembly Against Racism, UK

- Member of the Education Committee of the Arts Council of Britain

- Chair of Trustees, Mahogany Arts

- Member, TT’s Police Service Commission 

- Member, Cabinet appointed Parole Introduction Committee, TT

- Board Member, Faith Based Network of TT (re health and family life) 

- Columnist, TT Guardian

__________________________________________________________________________
FULL CURRICULUM VITAE
Name:                         LEELA MARIA-GORETTI RAMDEEN
Address:                     15 Pinewood Avenue, Ridgeview Heights, Tacarigua, Trinidad, WI or      

                        4 Mitchell Way, London NW10 OPS

Date of Birth:           16th June 1950

Telephone:                1 868 299 8945 (TT) or 0208 537 1679 (UK)

E-mail:                        leela_ramdeen@hotmail.com 

Nationality:               Trinidadian and British

Religion: 

    Catholic

Education and Qualifications:
1997 – 1999  
Legal Education Certificate (LEC), Hugh Wooding Law School, Trinidad.

1995 – 1996   

Post Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice (LPC) College of Law, UK

1994 – 1995       
Diploma in Law (CPE), College of Law, UK

1979 – 1980    
M.A. in Education, London University Degree, UK

1972 – 1976        
B.Ed (Hons), London University Degree, UK

1962 – 1969
O’Levels & A’Levels, Holy Faith Convent, Couva, Trinidad & Chiswick Polytechnic, London, W4.
Employment:

2003-2006 & 2008 to present: Episcopal Delegate/Chair of The Catholic Commission for Social Justice, Archdiocese of Port of Spain, TT (www.rcsocialjusticett.org/) 
Since 1999    
            Attorney-at-Law, Trinidad and Tobago (TT) 

Nov 1993 – Present    Education Consultant    

1988 – Oct 1993
Deputy Director of Education/Head of Quality Assurance, London Borough of Haringey, UK.    

Responsibilities:  

Assisted the Director to coordinate, guide, improve and develop the provision of the Education Service in the Borough and deputized for him as required. 

                         
Acted as Director for a period of 6 months in 1991 at a very difficult time. 

Led team in process of deleting posts and restructuring the Service to remain within a cash limit. 

Responsible in 1992 for the day to day running of the Education Service                   for 3 months while the Director was released to conduct an Education    Services Review and to produce a report for Councillors.

1984 – 1988  
       
 Inspector of Schools: Inner London Education Authority (ILEA)

     


Government’s decision to disband the ILEA led to successful application 

    


  for post in the London Borough of Haringey. 

1980 – 1984         
Director of Education Project (PCDP) across London (ILEA). 

Responsibilities: Appointed - after Lord Swann’s Report was published on the underachievement of pupils of Caribbean origin - to direct a team of teachers to promote levels of achievement of pupils of Caribbean origin in London’s primary schools. Achievements led to appointment as Inspector of Schools.

1976 – 1980 
 
Teacher: Primary and Secondary Schools in London 

1972 – 1976    
Full-time student: Bachelor of Education course in London

1969 – 1972        
Executive Officer, Inner London Education Authority 

Responsibilities: School Admissions, School Travel and Uniform grants.

1967 – 1969  

Executive Officer, National Savings Bank, London, W14

Responsibilities: Leading section team responsible for computing customers’ interest and dealing with queries relating to customers’ accounts. 

Involvement: 

* September 22 – 27, 2015: Was part of the Archdiocesan team of 3 persons, led by Bishop Robert Llanos, who attended the 8th World Meeting of Families (WMOF) held in Philadelphia, USA. Also participated in activities relating to Pope Francis’ visit to that city from September 26–27 as he ended his six-day visit to the United States. The theme of the WMOF was Love is our Mission: The Family Fully Alive. 
*   May 21 – 24, 2015: Represented the Archdiocese of Port of Spain at an International Conference held in Rome from May 21 – 24 entitled: Women and the post-2015 development agenda – The challenges of the Sustainable Development Goals. The Conference was organised by Cardinal Peter Turkson, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace (PCJP), 
The World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) and the World Women’s Alliance for Life and Family (WWALF).
*    October 24 – 27, 2013: Represented the Archdiocese of Port of Spain at:
a. an international conference held at the Vatican entitled "New Anthropological Horizons and the Rights of the Family", on October 24. It was organised by the Pontifical Council for the Family (PCF). I was fortunate to meet Pope Francis during his private audience with PCF Members and Consultors. 

b. a pilgrimage of 150,000 families (including single persons) from around the world to the Tomb of St Peter for the Year of Faith. The theme of the pilgrimage was "Family, Experience the joy of Faith.” The Pilgrimage concluded on Oct 27 when Pope Francis presided at a Mass in St Peter’s Square in the midst of those who had gathered from around the world. 

*   Represented Archbishop Edward Gilbert and now, Archbishop Joseph Harris (TT) at various meetings/events in Trinidad and Tobago e.g. In December 2012 I represented the Archdiocese at a Conference entitled:  Human Rights, International Law & the Family – held in Kingston, Jamaica and organised by the Jamaica Coalition for a Healthy Society.

*    October 17-19, 2011, in Madrid: Participated in the First International Conference on The Death Penalty in the Great Caribbean. It was organised by The Community of Sant’Egidio, in collaboration with the International Commission Against the Death Penalty, the International Academic Network for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, the Bar Association of Puerto Rico, The Puerto Rican Coalition Against The Death Penalty, and the Death Penalty Project. The Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation sponsored the Conference.
This led to the formation of a Working Group of 5 persons, including me: The Greater Caribbean for Life (GCFL). I organised an International Conference on 1 Oct 2013 in Trinidad and Tobago (TT) on the Theme: The Death Penalty: neither right, nor effective. Partners in this initiative included: Community of Sant’Egidio, and the World Coalition against the Death Penalty. On 2 Oct 2013 GCFL was formally constituted at a meeting in TT and I was elected Chair of the organisation. GCFL’s ultimate goal is to achieve the permanent abolition of the death penalty in every country of the Greater Caribbean and the creation of a culture of respect for the human right to life and the inherent dignity of all human beings. See: www.facebook.com/GCFLife .
*    May 16-18, 2011:   Represented the Archdiocese of Port of Spain, TT, at an International Congress in Rome - organized by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, on the Theme: Justice and Globalization: From Mater et Magistra to Caritas in Veritate (to mark the 50th Anniversary of Mater et Magistra). We had a private audience with Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. 
* March 20-21, 2009: Was the sole representative from the Caribbean at a conference at the Vatican, entitled Life, Family, and Development: The Role of Women in the Promotion of Human Rights.  It was organized and sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace (Cardinal Martino), the World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations and the Rome-based World Women's Alliance for Life and Family. 
* February 14, 2007:    Appeared with Fr Leonard Alfonso on Fr Mitch Pacwa’s 1 hour TV programme on EWTN, Alabama, USA to discuss pro-life issues.
* October 28 – 29, 2005: Sole representative from the Caribbean at an International Conference organised by The Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace in Rome on the theme: Women, Development and Peace in 2005.
     


 

*   October 27, 2004: One of 2 Caribbean delegates at the first World Congress of Ecclesial Organizations Working for Justice and Peace. It was organized by The Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace in Rome. The other Caribbean representative was former Archbishop Kelvin Felix, St Lucia. We had a private audience, together with other delegates, with the late Blessed John Paul II. 
* December 14-15, 2004: Represented the Holy See at the Sixteenth Meeting of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board, Montego Bay, Jamaica and reported on the proceedings to the Papal Nuncio in TT for onward 

     

transmission to the Vatican. See: 
http://data.unaids.org/governance/PCB03/pcb_16_04_16_report_en.pdf  
Experience:
1984 – 1986    Chair of Cardinal Hume’s Advisory Group on the Catholic Church’s Commitment to the Black Community in Westminster. The group produced the report: “With you in Spirit?” Some of the recommendations contained in the report were implemented e.g. the establishment of C5 – see below
Since 1984   Feature speaker at numerous events in TT and abroad.  

*         Lecturer in Britain and Europe on issues such as:  Education, Justice and Peace, Inter-Faith dialogue/cooperation, Ecumenism and Theology. 

1986– 1989     Member of the Education Committee of the Arts Council of Britain.

1986 – 1997    Vice-Chair of Cardinal Hume’s Committee for the Caribbean Community (C5). The Cardinal was the Chair during his lifetime. Asked by the Cardinal to attend a number of major events during this period e.g. 

*    was one of Westminster’s representatives at the European-wide Ecumenical Event (4 days) in Basle, Switzerland on the theme:  Justice,   Peace, and the Integrity of Creation. 
*   was invited by the British Council to speak in Madrid at a European-wide Conference on The Education of Children from Minority Ethnic Communities.
1986 – 1988    Member of Committee established by Cardinal Hume to produce Equal Opportunities Guidelines for Catholic Schools in Westminster. Title of Guidelines - Learning from Diversity.

1988 – 1997     Member of the UK’s Catholic Bishops Conference: Committee for Community Relations (National Body).

1988 – 1993    Chair of the London Region Society of Chief Inspectors and Advisors  of Schools (covering 35 Local Education Authorities across London).

1989 – 1991    Vice-Moderator of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland: Churches Commission for Racial Justice. Continued as a member of the Education Committee until 1997. During this time the Committee played a major role in producing study packs entitled: “One Race”, for use in parishes, schools etc. across England and Wales in preparation for/marking Racial Justice Sunday – an annual event in England.  

1989 – 1995    Foundation Governor of Cardinal Vaughan Secondary School, W14 (appointed by the late Cardinal Hume).

1989 – 1997    Chair of Westminster’s Asian, African and Caribbean Catholic Committee.

1989 – 1991    Member of the Catholic Institute for International Relations, UK.

1989    - Keynote speaker with Cardinal Hume at the first Congress of Black Catholics in the UK. 

*    Assisted in planning the Congress and producing the Congress Report with the Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ).

*     Member of CARJ since 1980

*        Invited in 2003 to play a key role – Congress Reporter - at the second such CARJ Congress which was open to all ethnic groups. 

1980s   - 1990s:          

*   Member of a Committee established by the ILEA to ensure that schools involved in the Notting Hill Carnival were doing so in an appropriate manner – across the curriculum and with a concern, inter alia, to promote students’ achievement. 

*   Judge at the Notting Hill Carnival on a number of occasions (including 2009) – on the streets as well as at the Gala to judge best: King, Queen, Male and Female Individuals and so on. I Chaired the Panel of Judges on one occasion. 

1990 - 1997   Member of the Mary Seacole Memorial Association, UK (Jamaican nurse – heroine during the Crimean War)

1992 – 1994    Co-Chair of the UK’s Anti-Racist Alliance (ARA) - (Cross-Party Alliance). Ken Livingstone, former MP and former Mayor of London, was the other Co-Chair.

1994 – 1997    Co-President of UK’s National Black Alliance of Asian, African & Caribbean Organizations (NBA). 

1995 – 1997   Vice-President of The National Assembly Against Racism (NAAR)

* NAAR, ARA and the NBA were responsible for arranging for individuals such as Jesse Jackson and Maya Angelou to come to England to address the public on racial justice issues. 

1994 – 1997         * Member of the Council of Management of ‘Christians Aware’, International Ecumenical Organization in the UK. 

                        * Member of the National Board of Catholic Women: England and Wales 

* Executive member of English ARC (Anglican and Roman Catholic Relations). Part of International Organization: ARCIC.

1988 – 1992    One of the ‘Women of the Year’ invited to attend the ‘Women of the Year Luncheon’ organized each year by the Marchioness of Lothian at the Savoy Hotel, London.

1994 – 1997    Chair of the Indo-Caribbean Cultural Association, UK.

1994 – 1997    Chair of the Board of Trustees: Mahogany Arts Ltd., Charitable Organization, UK

1994 – 1996    Member of the UK Lawyers’ Christian Fellowship (President: Lord Chancellor).

1986 – 1997    Counsellor: Young Offenders in London

1988 – 1997    Mentor: Affiliated to a number of Mentoring programmes in London

Since 1988      Author of numerous articles/chapters in books e.g. ‘Catholics in Public Life’, ‘The Rising Tide’ (about my contribution – and that of others -  to the Inner London Education Authority), ‘Contemporary Issues in Catholic Education,’(book published following International Symposium on Catholic Education  held at the Von Hugel Institute, Cambridge University, UK, at which I was a contributor). 
Since 1999  I have been writing on a weekly basis on social justice issues in TT and worldwide. Many of these articles have been published in the print media. 

*        I wrote a weekly column in the Trinidad Guardian, from May 2003 - July 2008, focusing specifically on social justice issues. 

*        I write a weekly column in TT's Catholic News.

2003 - 30 Jun 2007: Member of the Police Service Commission in T&T (1 of 5 persons).  Appointed by the President of the Republic of TT. 

Since 2004:    Member of the Education Discussion Group (EDG) in TT. I am the current Chair of EDG which aims “to encourage exchange of views on the relevance of education to the causes and effects of the country’s problems with a view to solving them systematically.” The group comprises 20 prominent Educationalists in T&T.

2004-2007:       Member of the Parole Introduction Committee.  Appointed by TT's   Cabinet, inter alia, to determine the kind of infrastructure that will be required if TT is to introduce Parole.

Since 2001:     Director of Credo Foundation for Justice, Trinidad.  Charitable organization run by the Holy Faith Sisters (4 homes for socially displaced children).        * Associate member of the Holy Faith Sisters. 

Mar 2003 –Mar 2006 and 1 Dec 2008 to Present: Episcopal Delegate/Chair of TT’s Catholic Commission for Social Justice (CCSJ). Information regarding the work undertaken by the Commission can be accessed on its website: www.rcsocialjusticett.org.    
*    As part of my work on CCSJ, I produce a monthly TV programme entitled: Ask  Why - focusing on social justice issues (TT Channel 10).

Since 2010: Facilitator of the Catholic Archdiocese’s VIRTUS Programme: Protecting God’s Children (www.virtus.org/)  
2007 – Present: Director on Board of the Social Justice Foundation – The Good News Project (TGN Media) – Youth training Youth in Sustainable Skills for the Knowledge industry of the future. Providing training in all aspects of Communication Technology using all current and future media for Communications, Video Production, Radio Broadcast, Still Photography, Internet and Computer Technology Applications. TGN Media offers full services as a Production House. The Team’s work is focused on TT’s Rural Communities and on the region as a whole. Once again, TGN Media has 2 new entries in TT’s annual Film Festival in 2013: “Mystery of the Soucouyant" and "Glorious Childhood Games: Back in D' Day".
2008 to Present: Director on Board of Directors of the Catholic Religious Education Development Institute (CREDI) (see:http://credi.edu.tt). – a Catholic Tertiary Level Education Institution in TT. 

June 2009 - Present: Honorary Member of the Inner Wheel of St Augustine, Trinidad, a local chapter of the International Inner Wheel club (the sister organisation of the Rotary Club) – engaged in charitable works. 

2013 – Oct 2015: Board Member of the Faith Based Network of TT (FBNTT). The mission of FBNTT is to address issues relating to health and family life through collaborating with individuals, communities and organizations to improve the quality of life of persons living in Trinidad and Tobago.
March, 2015: Appointed by President Anthony Carmona as a member of the Equal Opportunity Tribunal – the first of its kind in the region. The Tribunal is a Superior Court of Record and has the status of a High Court. 
Awards:         
Over the years I have received a number of awards, the most significant being: 

*   2007:  in recognition of my contribution during my tenure as a member of the Police Service Commission, Trinidad & Tobago (2003-2007)
*      2005:    Papal Medal for representing the Holy See at a UN/AIDS Conference in Jamaica in 2005.

*      1994:    Catholic Woman of the Year in the UK (for working to promote Racial Justice).

* December 8, 2012: Archbishop Anthony Pantin Award in the category of Social Work and Community Development.   I was one of 31 individuals and organisations recognised by the archdiocese for our “humble contribution to nation and Church.” This was part of the Archdiocese’s celebration of the 50th Anniversary of TT’s Independence.
* January 26, 2014: Award from the Inter Religious Organisation (IRO) in TT – presented at the IRO’s National Day of Prayer & Thanksgiving 2014: "For your selfless cooperation to the IRO in our many initiatives in serving the Nation and your loyal and dedicated service to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago”.

* January 10, 2015: Received the Bharat Samman Pravasi Award for Community Development from the Non-Resident Indians (NRI) Institute in New Delhi, India.
Interests:        Theatre, music, writing children’s stories, international relations, travelling.

Referees:       

1.   Dr John Roberts, QC, Recorder, Former Supreme Court Judge (BVI)                   

      1 Haywood Close, Pinner, Middx., HA5 3LQ, England.

2.   Dr. Brinsley Samaroo,
       Professor at UTT, Historian and Former Minister of Government in TT,
       Circular Drive, Santa Margarita, St Augustine, Trinidad, WI

3. Madam Justice Carol Gobin, High Court Judge, Hall of Justice, Knox Street, Port of Spain, WI
1

